Papillary carcinoma with diffuse papillomatosis of gallbladder and cystic duct.
Biliary papillomatosis and papillary carcinoma are rare tumors of biliary tract; and because of their morphologic similarities, papillomatosis-papillary carcinoma sequel has been proposed. We report an unusual case of polypoid minimally invasive papillary carcinoma located at the junction between cystic and common bile ducts, complicated with biliary papillomatosis of gallbladder and cystic duct, showing focal areas of malignant change. Intrahepatic ducts, hepatic ducts, and distal common bile duct were spared. Both papillomatosis and papillary carcinoma showed areas of high p53 and p21 expression with high proliferative index. Patient is still alive for 4 years without evidence of disease after modified Whipple operation. Possible pathogenetic mechanisms are further discussed.